DECAY OF BRITISH INFLUENCE
services" for the workers, practically the whole
of this British investment in the Argentine was
rendered unremunerative.1 It seems highly prob-
able that so long as the tariff on Argentine beef
remains, British investments in the Argentine
will remain unremunerative. And, speaking gener-
ally, it seems pretty clear that by no amount of
ingenuity can the traders hope to circumvent the
multifarious obstructions to trade put in their
way by the governments all the world over.
XVI.   THE ABYSSINIAN FIASCO
ON the face of it, and without making any allow-
ance for dangers and difficulties not yet avowed
to the British public by its rulers, the part played
by Britain in the Abyssinian Crisis constitutes
quite the most ignominious episode in British
history since the distant days when the Dutch
Fleet sailed up the Thames and burnt British ships
in their own harbours. It is also, so far, a com-
1 In most cases this was easy enough to do. For example
to depreciate the currency and to prohibit any increase of
the fares sufficed to ruin the Anglo-Argentine Tramways.
Similar methods were used in Mexico and Brazil.
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